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LANDCARERS HERE TO HELP

Members of the National Landcare Network (NLN) at its recent meeting in Hobart restated their willingness to participate in shaping the future of Landcare in Australia, David Walker, spokesperson for NLN, said.

The meeting was sponsored by Rydges Hotels (who through November and February are conducting a ‘$2 opt-in’ booking fee campaign for Landcare) Landcare Australia Limited (LAL) and Mures Fish Centre at Victoria Dock Hobart.

It was attended by NLN members from all Australian States and Territories with guests from LAL, the newly formed Australian Landcare Council (ALC), from the Tasmanian Landcare Association, as well as the National Landcare Facilitator, Brett DeHayr.

The NLN is the federation of representative Landcare across all States and Territories of Australia, and is committed to ensuring that community Landcare continues to lead the way in improving the condition and productivity of Australia’s environment.

“  As the peak national body for community ‘care’ groups (Coastcare, Bushcare ,‘Friends of’, etc ) we are well aware of the challenges that face the whole community in working to improve our natural environment , its resilience to climate variability and its ability to provide us with clean food and water” Mr Walker said.

 Over the last fourteen months the NLN has had significant input into the recently released National Landcare Framework and now is ready to help with the design and implementation of the next step , the Landcare  Action Plan, in collaboration with the Australian Landcare Council.

The NLN congratulates Ministers Joe Ludwig (Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry) and Simon Crean (Regional Australia) on their recent appointments, and looks forward to working closely with them and their Departments. The direction set by previous Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Tony Burke, has already lifted the spirits of the Landcare movement, as demonstrated by the enthusiasm and optimism on show at the National Landcare Forum earlier this year.

Landcarers , will undoubtedly be in the forefront of climate change adaptation, given the Governments statement that Landcare will play a central role in delivering on the Carbon Farming Initiatives.     

The new NLN Strategic Plan endorsed at the Hobart meeting, identifies that resourcing and recognition funding was required in order to maintain the necessary direct linkage from the people on the ground through to the Canberra policy makers.

Brett DeHayr (National Landcare Facilitator), when addressing the meeting, was told that ‘NLN wish to bring the successful National Landcare Facilitator program and the newly launched Regional Landcare Facilitators closer to the local Landcare organisations to plan and work together’.

Heather Campbell (CEO of Landcare Australia Ltd. - LAL) told the meeting that the National Landcare Directory is now operating listing most of the  over 6000 groups and their locations right around Australia.  NLN applaud LAL for the work they are doing developing their Network Strategy.

NLN are looking forward to meeting with representatives of the 56 NRM Region Chairs in Sydney at the end of November for an NRM Round Table.

As a review of the Caring for Our Country program is currently underway, NLN decided to revamp their previous survey of State organisations and Landcare members to provide up-to-date comparative data to assist with this CfOC review.

A valuable photographic history of the ‘Two decades and more of Landcare’ has come to light and NLN is investigating means to digitise these old photos and also to take present day photos of these same sites to document and substantiate the achievements of Landcare.  Residing currently in Canberra, it is hoped that these can be properly archived immediately.  Plans are in place currently to collate a digital ‘Landcare Story’ through Feral Arts Digital Landcare platform to add to this treasure.
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